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non-combatants might have an opportunity of leaving Port
Arthur. The strategy of the Japanese leaders was carried
out with all the deliberation and skill of a game of chess.
Military discipline and scientific training, of course, account
for a good deal of the success which attended the arms of the
Japanese, but they do not give a complete explanation.
A national consciousness of unprecedented intensity enabled
the Japanese army and navy to achieve ends of incommen-
surable magnitude.

On June 7, 1905, President Roosevelt of the United
States addressed an identical message to the Japanese and
Russian Governments suggesting the termina-
tion of the war, and both belligerents accepted
his overtures. As the result of this action peace
commissioners were appointed to meet at Washington. Baron
Jutaro Komura, Minister for Foreign Affairs, and Kogoro
Takahira, Japanese Minister to the United States, were
designated to represent Japan, while M. Sergius Witte,
President of the Imperial Council, and Baron Romanovitch
Rosen, Russian Ambassador to the United States, were
designated to represent Russia. These plenipotentiaries
held their first meeting on August 9, at the Navy Yard at
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, to which place the seat of con-
ference was transferred in order to avoid the summer heat
of Washington. The negotiations continued for some time,
and various points were agreed to, but there were four
clauses in the Japanese proposals about which there was
absolute disagreement, These related to Saghalin Island,
the interned Russian ships, the limitation of Russian naval
power, and the payment of an indemnity. Things almost
seemed to have come to a deadlock when, on August 28,
President Roosevelt is said to have made a new appeal to
the Emperor of Japan on behalf of peace. On the same
day the Japanese Cabinet and the Elder Statesmen held a
Council, in which the question of peace or war was discussed.
By the supreme order of his Government Baron Komura
waived three of the demands in dispute, and offered to restore